2023 RULES OF GOLF - RULES AND DEFINITIONS INDEX

< FUNDAMENTALS OF THE GAME (RULES 1-4)

- The Game, Player Conduct and the Rules [Page 22]

1.1 The Game of Golf
1.2 Standards of Player Conduct
1.3 Playing by the Rules

- The Course [Page 32]

2.1 Course Boundaries and Out of Bounds

2.2 Defined Areas of the Course

2.3 Objects or Conditions That Can Interfere with Play
2.4 No Play Zones

— The Competition [Page 35]

3.1 Central Elements of Every Competition
3.2 Match Play
3.3 Stroke Play

— The Player’s Equipment [Page 53]

4.1 Clubs
4.2 Balls
4.3 Use of Equipment

PLAYING THE ROUND AND A HOLE (RULES 5-6)

- Playing the Round [Page 70]

5.1 Meaning of Round

5.2 Practising on Course Before or Between Rounds
5.3 Starting and Ending Round

5.4 Playing in Groups

5.5 Practise During Round or While Play Is Stopped
5.6 Unreasonable Delay; Prompt Pace of Play

5.7 Stopping Play; Resuming Play

- Playing a Hole [Page 86]
6.1 Starting Play of a Hole
6.2 Playing Ball from Teeing Area
6.3 Ball Used in Play of Hole (wrong ball)
6.4 Order of Play When Playing Hole
6.5 Completing Play of a Hole

PLAYING THE BALL (RULES 7-11)

Y - Ball Search: Finding and Identifying Ball [Page 102]

7.1 How to Fairly Search for Ball

7.2 How to Identify Ball

7.3 Lifting Ball to Identify It

7.4 Ball Accidentally Moved in Trying to Find or Identify It

RMEE - Course Played as It Is Found [Page 107]

8.1 Player’s Actions That Improve Conditions Affecting the Stroke

8.2 Player’s Deliberate Actions to Alter Other Physical Conditions to Affect the Player's Own Ball at
Rest or Stroke to Be Made

8.3 Player’s Deliberate Actions to Alter Physical Conditions to Affect Another Player’s Ball at Rest or
Stroke to Be Played
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EMEE - Ball Played as It Lies; Ball at Rest Lifted or Moved [Page 123]

9.1 Ball Played as It Lies

9.2 Deciding Whether Ball Moved and What Caused It to Move
9.3 Ball Moved by Natural Forces

9.4 Ball Lifted or Moved by Player

9.5 Ball Lifted or Moved by Opponent in Match Play

9.6 Ball Lifted or Moved by Outside Influence

9.7 Ball-Marker Lifted or Moved

RUIERNY — Preparing for and Making a Stroke; Advice and Help; Caddies [Page 138]

10.1 Making a Stroke
10.2 Advice and Other Help
10.3 Caddies

RUIEHEL — Ball in Motion Accidentally Hits Person, Animal or Object; Deliberate Actions to Affect Ball
in Motion [Page 151]
11.1 Ballin Motion Accidentally Hits Person or Outside Influence
11.2 Ballin Motion Deliberately Deflected or Stopped by Person
11.3 Deliberately Moving Objects or Altering Conditions to Affect Ball in Motion

SPECIFIC RULES FOR BUNKERS AND PUTTING GREENS (RULES 12-13)

RUIEREP — Bunkers [Page 160]

12.1 When Ball Is in Bunker
12.2 Playing Ball in Bunker
12.3 Specific Rules for Relief for Ball in Bunker

RUIEHE — Putting Greens [Page 165]

13.1 Actions Allowed or Required on Putting Greens
13.2 The Flagstick
13.3 Ball Overhanging Hole

LIFTING AND RETURNING A BALL TO PLAY (RULE 14)

RUIEEY —Procedures for Ball: Marking, Lifting and Cleaning; Replacing on Spot; Dropping in Relief
Area; Playing from Wrong Place [Page 180]

14.1 Marking, Lifting and Cleaning Ball

14.2 Replacing Ball on Spot

14.3 Dropping Ball in Relief Area

14.4 When Player’s Ball is Back in Play after Original Ball Was Out of Play

14.5 Correcting Mistake Made in Substituting, Replacing, Dropping or Placing Ball
14.6 Making Next Stroke from Where Previous Stroke Made

14.7 Playing from Wrong Place

FREE RELIEF (RULES 15-16)

RUIEHE — Relief from Loose Impediments and Movable Obstructions (including Ball or Ball-Marker
Helping or Interfering with Play) [Page 206]

15.1 Loose Impediments
15.2 Movable Obstructions
15.3 Ball or Ball-Marker Helping or Interfering with Play

RUIERNS — Relief from Abnormal Course Conditions (Including Immovable Obstructions), Dangerous
Animal Condition, Embedded Ball [Page 214]

16.1 Abnormal Course Conditions (Including Immovable Obstructions)
16.2 Dangerous Animal Condition

16.3 Embedded Ball

16.4 Lifting Ball to See If It Lies in Condition Where Relief Allowed
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PENALTY RELIEF (RULES 17-19)

RUIERY| — Penalty Areas [Page 234]

17.1  Options for Ball in Penalty Area
17.2  Options After Playing Ball from Penalty Area
17.3  No Relief under Other Rules for Ball in Penalty Area

SRR — Stroke-and-Distance Relief, Ball Lost or Out of Bounds, Provisional Ball [Page 246]

18.1 Relief under Penalty of Stroke and Distance Allowed at Any Time
18.2 Ball Lost or Out of Bounds: Stroke-and-Distance Relief Must Be Taken
18.3 Provisional Ball

SRR — Unplayable Ball [Page 260]

19.1 Player May Decide to Take Unplayable Ball Relief Anywhere Except Penalty Area
19.2  Relief Options for Unplayable Ball in General Area or on Putting Green
19.3  Relief Options for Unplayable Ball in Bunker

PROCEDURES FOR PLAYERS AND COMMITTEE WHEN ISSUES ARISE IN APPLYING THE RULES (RULE 20)

RN — Resolving Rules Issues During Round; Rulings by Referee and Committee [Page 268]

20.1  Resolving Rules Issues During Round
20.2  Rulings on Issues under the Rules
20.3  Situations Not Covered by the Rules

OTHER FORMS OF PLAY (RULES 21-24)

RUIEPAL — Other Forms of Individual Stroke Play and Match Play [Page 282]

21.1  Stableford

21.2  Maximum Score

21.3  Par/Bogey

21.4  Three-Ball Match Play

21.5  Other Forms of Playing Golf

RUEWP# — Foursomes (Also Known as Alternate Shot) [Page 292]

22.1  Overview of Foursomes

22.2  Either Partner May Act for Side

22.3  Side Must Alternate in Making Strokes

22.4  Starting the Round

22,5 Partners May Share Clubs

22.6  Restrictions on Player Standing Behind Partner When Stroke Made

RUIEWA — Four-Ball [Page 297]

23.1  Overview of Four-Ball

23.2  Scoring in Four-Ball

23.3  When Round Starts and Ends; When Hole is Completed

23.4  One or Both Partners May Represent the Side

23.5 Player’s Actions Affecting Partner’s Play

23.6  Side’s Order of Play

23.7  Partners May Share Clubs

23.8  Restrictions on Player Standing Behind Partner When Stroke Made
23.9  When Penalty Applies to One Partner Only or Applies to Both Partners

RUIEPZ — Team Competitions [Page 311]

24.1  Overview of Team Competitions
24.2  Terms of Team Competition

24.3  Team Captain

24.4  Advice Allowed in Team Competition
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MODIFICATIONS FOR PLAYERS WITH DISABILITIES (RULE 25)

RUEPAS — Modifications for Players with Disabilities [Page 316]

25.1  Overview

25.2  Maodification for Players Who Are Blind

25.3  Maodification for Players Who Are Amputees

25.4  Maodification for Players Who Use Assistive Mobility Devices
25,5  Modification for Players with Intellectual Disabilities

25.6  General Provisions for All Categories of Disability

1 Bad Doy on The Golf Coyy
SQ'i“ Beals a Good Day ot Wosrek

hl.'h“l
o Mgt
31

s

y‘ \
Vi1 g
] A L Y

MY Eabiy

F H|
Ol

20

o o https://golfhelp.golf Rules and Definition Index Page 4 of 5



« 2023 Golf Definitions
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Abnormal Course Condition
Advice

Animal

Animal Hole

Areas of the Course

Ball-Marker
Boundary Object
Bunker

Caddie

Club-Length

Committee

Conditions Affecting the Stroke
Course

Drop

Embedded
Equipment
Equipment Rules

Flagstick

Four-Ball

Foursomes

(also known as “Alternate Shot”)

General Area
General Penalty
Ground Under Repair

Hole
Holed
Honour

Immovable Obstruction
Improve

In Play

Integral Object

Known or Virtually Certain

Lie

Line of Play

Loose Impediment
Lost

Mark

Marker

Match Play
Maximum Score
Movable Obstruction
Moved

Natural Forces
Nearest Point of Complete Relief
No Play Zone

Obstruction
Opponent

Out of Bounds
Outside Influence

Par/Bogey
Partner
Penalty Area
Point of Maximum Available Relief
Provisional Ball
Putting Green

Referee
Relief Area
Replace
Round

Scorecard

Serious Breach
Side

Stableford

Stance

Stroke

Stroke and Distance
Stroke Play
Substitute

Tee

Teeing Area
Temporary Water
Three-Ball

Wrong Ball
Wrong Green
Wrong Place
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